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UNLIKELY PLACE

SEARCHING
SANCTUARY

for
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STORIES THAT GIVE
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IN THE UNITED STATES IT IS ESTIMATED THAT 70% 
OF BABIES ARE ABORTED WHEN DIAGNOSED WITH 

DOWN'S SYNDROME FROM A PRENATAL SCREENING.
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SYNOPSIS



Joe is an everyday guy who works at the 
local pizza and beer joint. Tess is a nursing 
student struggling to make ends meet. It’s 
love at first sight for these two—but shortly 
into their relationship, they find out Tess is 
pregnant. And after learning that their 
child will most likely have Down’s 
Syndrome, Joe’s downward spiral begins. 


The couple grows more anxious and 
fearful when Joe loses his job, and after a 
night of upsetting encounters, Joe snaps; 
he assaults a convenience store clerk 
and runs off with the money and a gun in 
his backpack. Running from the police, 
he seeks refuge in a nearby chapel, 
where he meets Brian: a kind janitor with 
special needs. 


Despite the night’s circumstances and 
the pair’s differences, Brian and Joe form 
a bond. Finally, Joe confesses his crime to 
Brian. The police swarm the church 
immediately after, and Brian tries to buy 
Joe time to escape. When the police 
interrogate Brian, it triggers a meltdown. 

Joe, hearing Brian's screams, runs out of 
hiding to the rescue. Brian wildly runs out 
of the chapel and in the chaos the 
officer mistakes Brian to be the suspect, 
and fires on Brian—but Joe jumps in front 
of him, and takes the bullet. As Joe is 
rushed to the hospital, Brian lights every 
prayer candle in the sanctuary. 


The following scene shows Tess, nearly 
due, at the pregnancy center where 
Brian volunteers. Joe is in prison. But the 
final scene takes place two years later, 
where the newly-released Joe, Tess, and 
their daughter, visit Brian's group home to 
hang out over pizza and football.


When a man 
reaches his 
breaking 
point, he 
gains hope 
from an 
unlikely 
companion 
while seeking 
sanctuary in 
a chapel.
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CHARACTERS
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J O E T E S S
First time criminal. Self 
critical. Doesn’t know 
his direction and is 
losing hope. Gruff with 
a good heart. 

Late 20’s/30’s.  
 


Prototype:

Garrett Hedlund 

Chris Pratt

Aaron Paul

Nursing student from 
a blue collar family. 
She has been through 
a lot and can get 
through a lot. 20’s/
30’s.  

  

Prototype:

Hayden Panettiere 
Jennifer Lawrence

B R I A N
A man with special 
needs working as a 
janitor for a church. 
Intuitive. Loves 
positive sound & 
touch; hates negative 
sound & touch. Easily 
excited and 
emotionally fragile. 
Late 20’s/30’s. 


Prototype:

RJ Mitte 

Eddie Redmayne
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v T E S S '  M O M D O N R A C H E L C L E R K
Tess' Mom. Blue 
collar.  

Has had many hard 
years. Wants the 
best for Tess, but it 
feels like her motives 
are selfish. 50's.  


Prototype:

Dale Dickey 

Joe’s new, 
arrogant boss. 
Cares about his 
business, not his 
employees. 

40’s/early 50’s. 

 
Prototype:

Michael Chiklis

Jeremy Piven

Young hipster, 
coworker of Joe's. 
Kind, artsy. 20's.  


Prototype:

Zooey Deschanel

Intimidating 
convenient store 
clerk. 


30's to 40's.
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PRODUCTION TEAM

SANCTUARY



GABRIEL  MCCAULEY 

is a film director and actor who wants to shape the 
culture of tomorrow using the medium of film. He creates 
films that not only moves an audience to watch good 
characters become great...but stories that challenges 
the viewer to do the same.  Gabriel’s unique approach 
to the screen combines off-beat comedic twists with 
dramatic moments that truly imitate the nature of life 
itself. 


Gabe founded the production companies lilDRAGON 
and Story Scout Studios.  Gabe has directed over 6 
seasons of Network Television including the Joey+Rory 
Show, hundreds of commercials, music videos and the 
feature film, (Heaven Bound).  He is currently the host and 
director of the series “Reconnecting Roots” airing 
nationally on PBS.
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STEVE SHERMAN 

is an actor and writer originally from the Pacific Northwest. He 
holds an MFA in Acting from the University of Tennessee and 
BA in Theatre from Western Washington University. He has been 
invited to the prestigious John F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts in Washington D.C. to work as an actor and 
writer. Steve first worked with Gabe and Kelli on their award 
winning short film The Piano Love Affair, which he penned. 

His play Brian and Joe, which inspired Searching for Sanctuary, 
was nationally recognized by the Kennedy Center and Steve 
was awarded a fellowship to The Eugene O'Neill Theatre 
Center. His plays have been read and produced in 
Washington, California, New York, Florida, Tennessee and 
Washington D.C. As an actor he has performed professionally 
Off-Broadway, at regional theaters, the Kennedy Center, and 
in numerous independent films including a leading role in the 
feature film Placebo. www.SteveMSherman.com 


P
R

O
D

U
C

TI
O

N
 T

E
A

M

W
RITER



v
P

R
O

D
U

C
TI

O
N

 T
E

A
M

PRO
D

UC
ERS

KELL I  COYNE  

is first and foremost, a loving mother and wife. Awoken by an 
incredibly talented daughter and friendship influence from 
accomplished artists and storytellers, she discovered a 
personal passion for theater and film. A lover of all things 
planning and logistics, she brings an incredible energy to the 
team. Her Catholic faith attracts authentic stories of family 
and grace. She believes in the power of positive messaging 
and seeks projects that further that cause in all walks of life. 
Kelli is most recently known for her work on The Piano Love 
Affair and as a segment producer for Reconnecting Roots, 
currently on PBS.  
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RECENT F I LMS TO MODEL A PLAN AFTER. . . 

Whiplash was made for a budget of 3.3 million dollars with two or three notable actors. After the film 
was screened at the Sundance film festival, Sony Pictures bought distribution rights for 3 million 
dollars and the film is estimated to have grossed nearly 50 million dollars worldwide, winning three 
Academy Awards and receiving nominations for best picture and screenplay.


Similarly, Bella, was made on a 3.3 million dollar budget, using a couple of well known actors. It 
gained recognition after success at the Toronto film festival and grossed nearly triple its budget in 
the first eight months.


WHO IS  OUR AUDIENCE?           

Searching for Sanctuary will naturally draw comparisons to films like Rain Man and Of Mice & Men. 
We think it will also attract audiences who appreciate independent films with pro-life messages like 
Bella and Juno, underdog stories like Rudy and Warrior, and films about struggling romances 
between compelling characters like Blue Valentine or Good Will Hunting. 
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SOME STATS ABOUT RETURN FROM INVESTMENT ON RECENT PRO L IFE  F I LMS…


(According to IMDB)

INDEPENDENT PRO-LIFE F ILMS: 

Unplanned: Estimated budget: 6 million; Estimated gross: 19 million and growing = + $13,000,000 
Bella: Estimated budget: 3.3 million; Estimated gross: Over 12 million = + $8,700,000 
October Baby: Estimated budget: 1 million; Estimated gross: 5.4 million = + $4,400,000 


STUDIO F ILMS WITH PRO-LIFE MESSAGES: 

Juno: Estimated budget: 7.5 million; Estimated gross: 231.5 million = + $224,000,000 

August Rush: Estimated budget: 30 million; Estimated gross: 66 million = + $36,000,000 

Waitress: Estimated budget: 1.5 million; Estimated gross: 22 million = + $20,500,000 


INDEPENDENT F ILMS THAT HAVE CHARACTERS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS: 

Peanut Butter Falcon: Estimated budget: 6.2 million; 

Estimated worldwide gross: Over 133 million = + $127,000,000 


STUDIO F ILMS HAVE CHARACTERS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS: 

Rain Man: Estimated budget: 25 million; Estimated gross: 355 million = + $330,000,000 

I Am Sam: Est. budget: 22 million; Estimated gross: 98 million; = + $76,000,000 


OUR GOAL:          

Similar to October Baby, our goal is to produce this film for 1-3 million. 
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FOR THE 70%


